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What do you like to do in your free time? | love sitting on the front porch with a cup of hot tea with honey, watching the birds
and relaxing. | also love camping and taking in the calm of the morning, appreciating all that the Lord has blessed me with.

How long have you worked as a Direct Support Professional? | have worked as a DSP for 26 years.

How did you start in the field? | started at New Horizons as a House Manager for teens. When | felt | could do more, | started
fostering through Bellefaire JCB as a therapeutic foster parent for teenage girls transitioning from the treatment center,
finishing high school, and moving into adult life. | connect with my two girls through this experience, and they were both in
need of MCBDD services. As | started navigating the process to get one of them the services needed to help her thrive as an
adult - and a few years later, | helped another young lady in need of services to build a successful life - | decided to change my
licensing from the juvenile system to the adult DODD system as a Direct Support Professional. That journey started in 1990 and
continues today.

Has there ever been anyone that has stood out to you as a mentor in this field? Yes, Stacy McFarland was the SSA for my girls
coming into the MCBDD system. Stacy was a great resource and went above and beyond to guide us and help us have the best
services in place for them then and into the future. | always felt Stacey had my girls back and made sure | had the information |
needed to move forward.

What is your favorite thing to do with the people you serve?
Help them find new things to experience. Be it natural situations or
creating opportunities for them to do.

What is your favorite part of being a Direct Support Professional?
Getting to experience their successes with them and help them see even
the smallest successes should be celebrated and all those SMILES!

DSP Narrative: It is an honor to nominate Stacie for recognition for her
outstanding work and unwavering dedication as an Independent Provide
| have personally seen the level of compassion, patience, advocacy, and
commitment Stacie brings not only to the individuals she supports, but
to our community.

Thank you for your outstanding contributions to helping
people with developmental disabilities and their families
in Medina County. Thank you for sharing your dedication
_and commitment to making a difference in the lives of

U Others every single day.



