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Leading 
With Heart
TYLER RASEY 
VOLUNTEER. ATHLETE. ADVOCATE.

At just 12 years old, Tyler Rasey heard about a 150-mile 
bike ride that raised money for people living with 
Multiple Sclerosis. Most kids his age might have thought 
it sounded impossible. Tyler thought, “I’m in.”  Inspired by 
a friend living with MS, he committed to the challenge. 
One year later, Tyler crossed the finish line, becoming the 
youngest person ever to complete the ride. Today, Tyler 
has completed the 150-mile ride six times, cycling more 
than 1,500 miles while raising over $15,000 for people 
affected by Multiple Sclerosis.  
 
It is not just an incredible athletic accomplishment, it’s 
a glimpse into the person Tyler is; a young man who sees 
a need, steps up to help, and never backs down from 
a challenge. Together with his family, he participates in 
fundraising walks supporting Alzheimer’s disease and 
juvenile diabetes research while also volunteering with 
his grandmother at a local food bank. Tyler is someone 
who quietly steps in when help is needed. He leads 
through action, kindness, and an unwavering work ethic. 
For Tyler, giving back isn’t something he schedules on a 
calendar. It’s simply the way he lives. 

This spirit of service is matched only by his competitive 
drive. As a Medina County Special Olympics athlete, 
Tyler has competed in cycling, basketball, volleyball, 
golf, bowling, and softball, building an impressive list 
of accomplishments along the way. He has earned 
20 gold medals while representing Ohio at the National 
Bowling Tournament in Las Vegas, and in numerous 
Special Olympics Ohio State Games. 

But ask the people who know Tyler best what they are 
most proud of, and they rarely start with the medals. 
They talk about the teammate who encourages 
everyone around him. The athlete who celebrates others 
as enthusiastically as he celebrates himself. The young 
man whose integrity earns respect long before the 

competition begins. Those qualities have made Tyler a 
leader both on and off the playing field.

For Tyler, life is not about seeking recognition for himself 
but embracing advocacy for all. It’s about making sure 
every person has the opportunity to be seen, heard, and 
included. As a 2023 graduate of the Leadership Academy 
at the Medina County Board of DD, he strengthened the 
advocacy and leadership skills he already possessed. 
It helped him bring his passion to the Ohio Statehouse 
during Advocacy Day, meeting with state legislators to 
share the importance of Special Olympics and the 
opportunities it creates for people with disabilities. 
 
Tyler Rasey’s story isn’t simply one of community service 
or athletic success. It’s the story of a young man who has 
found that leadership is measured by the lives you touch. 
Tyler proves that true champions are not defined by what 
they accomplish for themselves, but by how many others 
they impact and inspire along the journey.
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An award to recognize people, with and without developmental differences, 
who go above and beyond to advocate for the DD community. 

- 2026 STAND OUT CHAMPION -

Congratulations Tyler Rasey for being 
chosen as a recipient of the Medina County 

Board of Developmental Disabilities’ 
2026 Stand Out Champion Award. 

 - Amy Smith
  Medina County Special Olympics Coordinator

“His teammates really look up to him. 
He has good character, he’s a leader, he’s honest, 

and he holds himself accountable.”


