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An award to recognize people, with and without developmental differences, 
who go above and beyond to advocate for the DD community. 

- 2026 STAND OUT CHAMPION -

Some careers are measured in years. Others are 
measured in lives changed. For Kimberly Manix, it’s 
both. After 38 years in special education, Kimberly 
recently retired leaving behind a legacy that reaches far 
beyond the classroom. As a recipient of the 2026 Stand 
Out Champion Award, she is being recognized not only 
for her decades of service, but for the lasting impact she 
has made on students with developmental disabilities, 
their families, fellow educators, and the entire 
Cloverleaf community. 
 
For nearly four decades at Cloverleaf Local Schools, 
Kimberly embraced almost every role imaginable in 
special education. Whether she was teaching in the 
classroom, mentoring colleagues, or developing new 
programs, one thing remained constant: her belief that 
every student deserves the opportunity to succeed.
 
While academics were always important, Kimberly 
believed life’s biggest lessons could not be taught from 
a textbook. She regularly took students on trips to 
grocery stores, local businesses, and everyday 
destinations where they learned the skills needed to 
live more independently. What may have looked like 
a simple shopping trip was actually a confidence 
building lesson in self-advocacy, decision-making, and 
independence. Those experiences helped countless 
students realize they belonged in their community, 
and they could navigate it with confidence. 

But Kimberly’s influence did not stop with her students. 
Recognizing her talent for mentoring, Cloverleaf Schools 
created its first-ever Special Education Instructional 
Coach position, a role Kimberly proudly describes as 
getting to “teach the teachers.” She became a trusted 
resource for peers by sharing strategies, encouraging 
collaboration, and helping teachers better meet the 
diverse needs of every learner. Every teacher she 
coached was able to reach more students, multiplying 
her impact far beyond the children she taught directly.

 
 
As she steps into retirement, Kimberly admits the 
decision has been an emotional one. “It’s so hard, this 
has been my life. I have loved the puzzle of trying to 
help each student over the years,” she says. “I was 
feeling very torn about retiring and wondering if I made 
an impact.”  Looking back, it’s clear the answer to her 
question is an overwhelming yes. Her legacy is not 
found in lesson plans or job titles. It’s found in the 
confidence of students who learned to advocate for 
themselves, the educators who became stronger 
because of her guidance, and a school community 
forever shaped by her compassion and leadership. 
Kimberly Manix has made an extraordinary difference 
in the lives of students with developmental disabilities, 
and her influence will continue to inspire generations 
long after the final school bell has rung.

“She worked so hard. I experienced it firsthand 
where she tried to remove the stigma around 
special education, even within the education 

community. She wanted to tear down the walls 
and make sure her students were part of the 

school community as much as possible.”
- Jay Manix, Kimberly’s husband

Congratulations Kimberly Manix for being 
chosen as a recipient of the Medina County 

Board of Developmental Disabilities’ 
2026 Stand Out Champion Award. 


