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Making It 
Fair For All
MEDINA COUNTY JUNIOR FAIR BOARD 
REDEFINES A COUNTY TRADITION

For most people, the county fair is a place filled with 
laughter, friendly competition, favorite foods, and 
lifelong memories. The Medina County Junior Fair Board 
believes those memories should belong to everyone. 
That simple but powerful belief has begun to transform 
the fair experience for people with developmental 
disabilities and their families, thanks to the Medina 
County Junior Fair Board and its Advisor Becky Gall.  
 
While many organizations focus mostly on meeting 
accessibility requirements, the Medina County Junior 
Fair Board has gone a step further. Over the past 
several years, its members have begun to identify 
barriers and create meaningful opportunities for 
everyone to experience the excitement of fair week. 
 
What is perhaps most remarkable is who is leading these 
efforts. The Junior Fair Board is made up of 53 young 
people, ages 11 to 19, who have chosen to make 
inclusion one of their priorities. Their ideas, energy, and 
willingness to listen have helped shape changes which 
make the Medina County Fair more welcoming. From 
sensory-friendly events to quieter fair experiences, 
the Junior Fair Board has worked to remove barriers that 
often prevent people with developmental disabilities 
and their families from fully participating in one of 
Medina County’s most cherished traditions.
 

One of its signature programs, Fair Friends, welcomes 
children with developmental disabilities and their sib-
lings for a morning filled with games, animals, fair food, 
and fun in an environment designed with their needs in 
mind. For many families, it’s more than just another fair 
event It’s a chance to create memories together without 
worrying about sensory overload or feeling out of place. 
 

More importantly, the Junior Fair Board is not just 
planning events. It is shaping the future of community 
leadership by showing that accessibility and inclusion 
are not special projects; they are values that make every 
experience better for everyone. “They have embraced 
the belief that inclusion strengthens the entire commu-
nity and have used their platform to model acceptance 
and belonging to fairgoers of all ages,” says Stacey 
Maleckar, MCBDD Superintendent. 

Perhaps that is what makes this recognition so mean-
ingful. Their work is a reminder that meaningful change 
does not always begin with large organizations or 
sweeping initiatives. Sometimes it begins with a group 
of young leaders who simply ask, “How can everyone 
be part of this?” Their vision, creativity, and unwavering 
commitment to ensuring every person has the chance 
to participate, belong, and succeed along with their 
efforts prove that when a community makes room for 
everyone, everyone benefits.
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An award to recognize people, with and without developmental differences, 
who go above and beyond to advocate for the DD community. 

- 2026 STAND OUT CHAMPION -

“To be able to give the fair experience to people 
with developmental disabilities over the past few 

years really has been great.”  
 - Berkeley Craddock 
   Junior Fair Board President

Congratulations Medina County Junior 
Fair Board for being chosen as a recipient 

of the Medina County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities’ 

2026 Stand Out Champion Award. 


