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Upcoming Meetings:

Self Advocate meetings are typically held the last week of 
each month in the community.  The date and time of the 

meetings will vary depending on event/activity.

July 26 -  Mugrage Park Pavilion (near the 
playground) 6:00pm.  Maria Clapp, Giraffe Trainer from 
the Cleveland Zoo will be educating us on giraffe care 
and her job duties at the zoo. 
 

August 31 - 5:00pm (Location to be determined)
 

September 28 - 5:00pm (Location to be determined)

 All are welcome to join in the fun! If you are 
interested in joining these meetings, please email 

Michelle Fortney, MCBDD Community Resource 
Coordinator, at mfortney@mcbdd.org. 

Grants Available for People with 
Disabilities Pursuing Community 

Employment
The Capabilities Charitable Fund is offering small, 
one-time grants of up to $500 to people with 
developmental disabilities ages 14 and up who 
are pursuing community employment. If awarded, 
grant funds can be used for the following (among 
other work-related purposes):

• Transportation
• Interview clothes
• Tools for work
• Professional services
• Assistive technology

There will be two rounds of grant awardees in 
2021. The deadlines for each round are July 30, 
2021, and September 30, 2021. The grants will 
be administered by 19 Services, Inc., which is now 
accepting applications. Completed applications 
should be emailed to ccfgrants@19servicesinc.com.

Download the application and learn more by going 
to www.19services.com/capabilities-grant.
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EMPLOYMENT FEATUREEMPLOYMENT FEATURE
Hi everyone! My name is Katie and I live in Brunswick with my mom, dad, 
twin brother Jake, and my dogs, Rocky and Adrienne. 

I hold a job in the community that I love. I work at Giant Eagle in Brunswick 
in the bakery department. I have been employed there for almost a year 
now. My duties include packaging bakery items, assisting customers, 
preparing the reduced cart, and disposing of outdated items. I also run the 
dishwasher and work the bread cutter. Recently, a customer came in and 
asked for some writing on a cake she picked out. I have not been officially 
trained in cake writing but I didn’t hesitate for a minute. I asked what color 
and wrote “Congrats Max” just like the customer asked. Later, this customer 
posted a photo of the cake on a Brunswick neighborhood Facebook page 
stating the cake was “perfect” and added that we should all “take a moment 
to be kind, change your imperfections to accommodate others perfections”. 
The next day, several customers came in and asked me to write on their 
cakes. It felt good that people asked for me specifically. In addition, the staff 
sent me home with writing tips and bags to continue practicing my cake 
writing skills, so I guess I can officially add that to my job duties! Greg, my 
manager, says I am doing a great job and describes me as “happy-go-lucky”. 
My job coach, Angie, stated that even though I started mid-pandemic, I 
adapted well and am open to trying new things and learning new skills.  

If you happen to be shopping at Brunswick’s Giant Eagle, be sure to stop by 
the bakery department and say hi!

KATIE

Katie’s Wonderland Delights!

In addition to working at Giant Eagle, Katie loves to show off her 
creative side. Because of this, she has created her own Facebook 
page called Katie’s Wonderland Delights! 

On her page, Katie shares videos explaining how she bakes her 
favorite Dutch Apple Cinnamon Rolls and spends time displaying 
the endless assortment of scented bath bombs she makes and 
sells. She also enjoys making bracelets.

Check out Katie’s Facebook page by entering “Katie’s Wonderland 
Delights” into the Facebook search bar!



CREATIVE CORNERCREATIVE CORNER

WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON?WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON?
Feel Empowered!

Through their friendship, Erin and Lena found 
they share the love for basketball and so together 

they joined…  Empower Sports!

Through sports and fitness activities, Empower 
Sports aims to develop social skills, self-esteem 
and physical well-being for athletes of all ages 

and abilities.

Jokes by Jeremy

What is Google’s favorite snack?
Micro-chips!

Why did the pizza go into 
business?
He wanted to make some dough!

“I love basketball! When I was 
young, I played basketball 
with Special Olympics. Now, 
I get to see old friends and 
make new friends through 
my Empower Sports team.” 
– Erin

“I love basketball! I love to 
shoot the ball and pass it to 
my teammates.” 
– Lena

”This awesome painting is from my art group 
and was so much fun to make. I love making 
art and I am so excited to make more pieces 
of art in this group this summer.” 

Caden R.

Becca
“Art has always been an interest of mine since I was very young. Some-
one or something always comes along and inspires me to start drawing 
or painting. 

I feel proud of myself when I do 
these art projects, and my favorite 
part is being able to share my art 
with others. Currently, I’m looking 
forward to taking a pottery class 
with my brother one day, and 
possibly going on an educational 
pottery making trip with him 
someday as well.” 



The mission of the Medina County Board of Developmental Disabilities is to promote and empower
individuals with developmental disabilities to live, learn, work, and socialize as citizens in the community.

Did you know that you can download a digital copy of the Advocates in Action
newsletter? Visit www.mcbdd.org and click on “Self Advocacy” under the “Resources” tab.

Download an E-Newsletter!Download an E-Newsletter!

LET’S GET TOGETHERLET’S GET TOGETHER
MCBDD Self Advocates Joined Together for a 

Social Hour and Art Project!

Recently, advocates spent some much-needed time together 
catching up at our first in-person meeting since the start of the 
pandemic. Along with the meeting and social hour, advocates 
were asked to use their creative skills to paint a puzzle piece 

to represent Medina County. This puzzle piece will be used by 
Creative Hope Arts and Tees (CHAT) to create a large puzzle 
sculpture that will be auctioned off at the annual CHATS Art 

“Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world.  
Today I am wise, so I wanted to change myself”

QUOTE OF THE QUARTER:QUOTE OF THE QUARTER:
chosen by self advocate Caden H.

- Rumi

Check out our finished 
puzzle piece!


