medina county board of developmental disabilities

- Windfall School -

Flexible Plan for Restarting and Reopening
School Year 2020-2021

Our Guiding Principles for School Reopening
The safety and well being of our students, staff and community is our most important responsibility.
Our plan is based on the following principles:
• We will adhere to all guidance by the Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Ohio Department of Health
and the Ohio Department of Education.
• We believe that students learn best in the school setting, however, we recognize that our current
pandemic impacts students and families differently.
• We must provide enough flexibility to meet the needs of our students and their families in an environment
in which they feel comfortable.
• We believe in ongoing two-way communication with our students’ parents/guardians as a critical component
for effectiveness of this plan and the success of our students.
• We believe that within this crisis lies the opportunity to learn and grow together to enhance what we
offer to our students beyond the demands of our current pandemic crisis.
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- Welcome Back and Thank You -

Dear Windfall Families,
We have missed all of you and are eager to return to in-school learning. We are so thankful for
everyone’s understanding as we have all had to adjust to new education situations during the pandemic.
We are most thankful for the parents and family members who had to take on the majority of the daily
educational tasks for their children until the reopening of school. We know that at times it may have
been a struggle, but we are extremely grateful as we try to continue to find the best possible learning
situations for our students.
While this continues to be a time of uncertainty, we are committed to providing in-person learning for
our students using the safest strategies and tools available. The health and safety of our students and
staff is our top priority when making decisions regarding how we will reopen.
The first day for students to return to school has been changed to

Monday, August 24

to allow extra time for staff to prepare for a safe learning environment.
We have consulted with the Medina County Health Department to put together this resource manual
that will be used to guide school services during this critical time. The Ohio Department of Education
has also provided guidelines for schools to use as they create their plans for continuing education.
Links to these guidelines and other informative and helpful documents may be found on our website
at www.mcbdd.org/covid-19-community-resources/.
Please remember, this is a flexible document that was developed from current information. Our plans
may change based on pandemic conditions, updates to recommendations and guidance from local and
state health authorities, and the release of new State and Federal guidelines. We will do our best to keep
you informed if anything changes at anytime. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any
questions, comments or concerns. We are always available to you and want to hear from you!
						Sincerely,
						Celeste Bajorek, M.Ed., M.S.M.
						Director of Children’s Services
						cbajorek@mcbdd.org
						330-725-7751 x227

-What You Need to Know Windfall School will follow these safety precautions for reopening:
1. Daily Health Assessments (minimizing illness in school)
• Students (with the help of a caregiver) and school personnel will need to monitor their temperature
on a daily basis and stay home if their temperature is 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit or higher.
• Students (with the help of a caregiver) and school personnel will need to monitor themselves to see
if they are experiencing symptoms as outlined in the Center for Disease Control (CDC) COVID-19
Daily Home Screening for Students checklist seen below. If there are signs of any of these symptoms
they are required to stay home.
• Screening must be done each day before a student gets on a bus or other school transportation
and Daily
will be done
again
upon arriving
school.
Home
Screening
foratStudents
• If a student has a temperature of 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit or higher or has any of the symptoms on
the COVID-19 checklist, the child will be isolated and the parents/guardians will be contacted and
required to pick up their child immediately.
Parents: Please complete this short check each morning and report your child’s information [INSERT YOUR SCHOOL
REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS] in the morning before your child leaves for school.

Daily Home Screening for Students
SECTION 1: Symptoms

If your child has any of the following symptoms, that indicates a possible illness that may decrease the student’s
ability to learn and also put them at risk for spreading illness to others. Please check your child for these symptoms:

Parents: Please complete this short check each morning and report your child’s information [INSERT YOUR SCHOOL
REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS] in the morning before your child leaves for school.
Temperature 100.40 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth

SECTION 1: Symptoms

Sore throat

If your child has any of the following symptoms, that indicates a possible illness that may decrease the student’s
ability to learn and also put them at risk for spreading illness to others. Please check your child for these symptoms:
New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/
asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline)

Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth
Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain

Sore New
throat
onset of severe headache, especially with a fever
New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/
asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline)

SECTION 2: Close Contact/Potential Exposure
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SECTION 2: Close Contact/Potential
Exposure
while the school remains
open

Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19
Traveled to or lived in an area where the local, Tribal, territorial, or state health department is
reporting large numbers of COVID-19 cases as described in the Community Mitigation Framework
Live in areas of high community transmission (as described in the Community Mitigation Framework)
while the school remains open

-What You Need to Know 2. Physical and Social Distancing (minimizing direct contact in school)
• Students will receive all instructional and therapeutic services in their classroom setting.
• All students will be served lunch in their classroom setting.
• One class at a time will be allowed in the gym and playground area, which will be thoroughly
sanitized between usage. During any transitions to common areas (gym, playground) only one
class at a time will transition.
• Each classroom will maximize their space to enhance physical distancing.
• Visual cues on the floor of all common areas will promote social distancing.
• Various formats and materials will be used to teach students about social distancing.

3. Good Hygiene Practices (minimizing the spread of germs)
• Hand washing will be a priority for staff to facilitate with all students during routines of the day.
• All school and agency personnel are required to wash their hands frequently and when possible.
• Wall mounted hand sanitizer stations are available in all common areas and staff are required to
use hand sanitizer before entering a classroom and upon leaving a classroom.

4. Cleaning and Sanitizing (minimizing contact with germs)
• All surfaces will be cleaned frequently, with particular attention paid to high-touch areas.
• Materials in the classroom will be minimized to items that are essential to student’s learning
needs.
• Sharing of supplies will be limited. If supplies are used by more than one student, those supplies
will be sanitized between use.
• Classroom staff will create individual student sensory/supply boxes to reduce sharing of supplies.
• Daily cleaning and disinfection will be done after each class leaves.

5. Limiting Community Contact (minizing direct contact from community)
•
•
•
•

All community outings and large group events will be suspended for the 2020-21 school year
until they are deemed safe to continue.
Visitors to Windfall School will be limited to those that are directly related to an enrolled student.
IEP or individual meetings will be conducted using a virtual format (such as Zoom).
If a participant is unable to attend a meeting in this way, other accommodations will be made.

- What You Need To Do The following protocols for staff, students and visitors will be in
place for the reopening of Windfall School:
STAFF AND VISITORS

STUDENT AND FAMILIES

Face Coverings: All staff and visitors to Windfall
School are required to wear a face covering at all times.
Face coverings will be provided to all MCBDD staff and
available to visitors who may need one. If a different
type or style of face covering is needed, it will be
evaluated on an individual basis.
Temperature Status: All staff and visitors will be
required to have their temperature taken on site upon
arrival.
Health Status: Upon arrival, all staff and visitors will
be asked if they are experiencing any symptoms of
COVID-19 and not allowed to report to work or enter
the building if they are showing signs of illness.

Face Coverings: Staff will work with students to
give them opportunities to experience different types
of face coverings. Students who can wear a face
covering will be supported to do so, those who
cannot will not be required to do so.
Temperature Status: Parents and caregivers are
required to take their student’s temperature before
reporting to school and will not be allowed to report
if it is 100 degrees or more. Students will be required
to have their temperature taken on site upon arrival
at school.
Health Status: Parents and caregivers will be
required to monitor the health status of their student
to evaluate if they are experiencing any signs or
symptoms of COVID-19. Upon arrival at school,
students will be observed to see if they are
experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19. If they
are experiencing any of these symptoms they will
not be allowed to enter their classroom.

These safety procedures and protocols are being put into place to
create a multi-layered approach to safety and uses many different
recommended safety strategies to address virus transmission.
Each strategy or layer on its own will not necessarily stop the virus
from spreading, but by using each layer in conjunction with one
another, the chance of being exposed is reduced.

- If Someone Becomes Ill The following process will be used when a student or staff member
is exposed to, shows symptoms of or tests positive for Covid-19.
Because conditions and requirements related to COVID-19 may change frequently, Windfall School will maintain frequent
communication and work with the Medina County Health Department when a student or staff member tests positive
for COVID-19. All reporting requirements and guidelines as outlined by the Medina County Health Department will be
followed in these circumstances. The MCBDD nursing staff will oversee the health and safety standards and communication
with the local health department regarding COVID-19 exposures, protocols, testing and reporting.

Exposure to Covid-19

Families, caregivers and staff
must notify the school if they
have been exposed to COVID-19
or if they, or any member of
their household, has been
diagnosed with or presumed
to have COVID-19.
Students with known exposure
to someone with diagnosed or
presumed COVID-19 must
self-quarantine at home
for 14 days.
Staff with known exposure
to someone with diagnosed or
presumed COVID-19 must follow
quarantine directives of the
Medina County Health Department.
Families, caregivers and staff
must notify the school if they
are quarantined.

Illness at School

Any student showing symptoms
of COVID-19 while physically
attending school will be placed in a
designated isolation area (separate
from the school nurse clinic), away
from other students. Parents will be
contacted and required to pick up
their child.

NOTE: Students with an injury, who
get medication or treatments from
our school nurse and have other
medical needs, will still use the
school nurse clinic.

Consultation with the health
department will determine who else
in the school or classroom may need
to be quarantined and for how long.
The health department will give
consultation and direction as to
when or if a classroom or the school
will need to be closed due
to COVID-19 diagnosed cases.
If a classroom needs to be closed,
it will be cleaned and sanitized
according to required standards.

Return to School

Staff and students with confirmed
or presumed COVID-19 must meet
conditions set by their local health
department prior to returning to
school, which includes a written
“Return to School/Work” form
signed by a medical professional.

- Future Changes Changes to the 2020-2021 School Year
As a reminder, our plans are “at this moment” and we will continue to re-evaluate them
based on evolving conditions and requirements of the CDC, Ohio Department of Health and
the Ohio Department of Education.
Returning to school requires careful planning related to the general health of our local
communities. Local virus transmission rates are a key to many of the decisions we may have
to make this school year. The more transmission that is happening within a community, the
more difficult it may be to maintain in-person learning.
If changes are needed, many factors will be considered. We will continue to work with the
Medina County Health Department to determine if Medina County spread of COVID-19 is
localized in a small area of our county or if it is representative of spread in the entire
community. Decisions for changes in learning may apply to an individual classroom or the
school as a whole. Furthermore, Windfall School may need to shift to remote learning if
teacher and staff COVID-19 absenteeism rates outpace the availability of substitutes.
We appreciate your patience with the need to be flexible and value your input as
		
we will work hard to meet the educational needs of all of our students and
			
continue to support their families.

Learn More and Stay Informed
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.gov
www.coronavirus.ohio.gov
www.medinahealth.org
www.aap.org
www.mcbdd.org
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OUR MISSION

Our mission is to promote and empower individuals with developmental disabilities to live,
learn, work and socialize as citizens in the community.
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