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MCBDD Recognizes Contributions of Volunteers

Medina, Ohio, April 11, 2011 – A record number of volunteers shared their time and talents at the Medina County Board of Developmental Disabilities (MCBDD) last year. An amazing 315 individuals took time to make a difference in the lives of  people with disabilities.

The Board is happy to be celebrating the outstanding efforts of these volunteers as part of National Volunteer Appreciation Week (April 10-16). The Board’s volunteer program has seen an 80% increase in the number of participants since its inception in 2009. Volunteers at MCBDD help in many ways, everything from helping staff with projects and special programs to assisting in classrooms and within the workshop facility. 
MCBDD volunteers know their support and involvement help to strengthen the community. "It’s easy to overlook the importance of volunteers because they rarely sing their own praises; yet they impact so many lives," said Dr. Greg LaForme, Superintendent of MCBDD. "National Volunteer Appreciation Week is a perfect time to show our appreciation to the selfless men and women who generously donate their time to care for others. We can’t thank them enough for their commitment. We hope that their examples will inspire others to become volunteers," added LaForme.
Recent information released by Independent Sector, a nonprofit group devoted to philanthropy, estimates that volunteer services are valued at $20.25 an hour. Last year, MCBDD volunteers contributed roughly 2,472 hours of service to MCBDD, which equals $50,058 dollars worth of volunteer time and support for the agency. In this time of decreasing budgets and fewer funding dollars, the Medina County Board of Developmental Disabilities is able to use these volunteer service hours to continue to help provide quality services for some of Medina County’s most vulnerable citizens.
For more information on the volunteer program at the Medina County Board of Developmental Disabilities can be found on our website at www.mcbdd.org.
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